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BROOME SANDSTONE AQUIFER GROUNDWATER RESOURCES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUNDING 

791. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Lands: 
I will try not to refer to a webpage. 

I refer to a project funded by the Department of Regional Development and Lands under the royalties for regions 
program—that is, the funding of $2.865 million over four years to carry out broad-level and focused 
investigations into the quality, quantity and potential availability of groundwater resources in the Broome 
sandstone aquifer. 

(1) Who requested royalties for regions to fund this investigation? 

(2) Why was this request made? 

(3) Given that the area has 22 monitoring bores, why is this monitoring not being done by the Department 
of Water and why does it now require royalties for regions funding for a core Department of Water 
responsibility? 

(4) Is it correct that reports emanating from the Department of Water and its consultants as far back as 2009 
have identified that the Broome groundwater area has potential for saltwater intrusion, that the main 
priority for the Kimberley region is the Broome groundwater area, and that requests to increase 
allocation limits in the region have been refused by the water resource assessment branch? 

(5) Is royalties for regions funding now being used to fund this project in light of the need for Woodside to 
gain access to this already stressed aquifer? 

The PRESIDENT: I might add that there is a requirement for a question, as well as an answer, to be concise. 

HON WENDY DUNCAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The minister has provided the following response — 

(1)–(5) The funding referred to is part of the regional development water and natural resource management 
initiative, which was allocated $78.205 million over four years in the 2011–12 state budget. The 
implementation of the initiative is being undertaken by the Department of Agriculture and Food and the 
Department of Water under a royalties for regions funding agreement with the Department of Regional 
Development and Lands. The overall objective of the initiative is to capitalise on water availability 
opportunities to support regional development in Western Australia. This will be achieved through 
increasing the availability of groundwater and better use of water and land in priority areas. The 
initiative will investigate options to meet current and future water demand. It will also work together 
with the regional communities to improve land and water use to maximise regional development 
potential in the short and long terms. 

 The regional development water and NRM initiative is made up of four main themes, with funding and 
agency responsibilities as follows: regional water availability, planning and investigation—
$12.82 million, Department of Water; regional economic development water opportunities—
$6.385 million, Department of Agriculture and Food and Department of Water; Gascoyne food bowl 
and flood mitigation strategy—$45 million, Department of Agriculture and Food and Department of 
Water; and regional natural resource management—$14 million, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

 The funding to which the member refers is part of the regional water availability, planning and 
investigation theme being undertaken by the Department of Water. In this respect I ask that the member 
direct any questions specifically related to this theme to the Minister for Water. 
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